PACT meeting – Wednesday 17th June 2020

7.30pm via Zoom
Present: 
Directors:
John Bodger (Chair), Christine Sutherland (Secretary), 


Chris Cant, Geoff Rockliffe-King, Lucy Teather, 


Malcolm Carruthers 

Members:
Jaki Bell, Nigel Jenkins, Joan Robinson

Non-member:
Jo Pattinson
Chair for this evening:  John Bodger
1. Apologies

Virginia Taylor
2. Declarations of interest
None declared.
3. Minutes of last meeting
Agreed as correct. Proposed by John, seconded by Malcolm.
Matters arising:

· Greengill Farm and Wildriggs – Joan and Malcolm had a chat with Virginia Taylor. EDC is looking into options for collection of food waste but disposal is the responsibility of Cumbria County Council. Newton Rigg might be another possible site for an anaerobic digester? Joan will draft a letter for John to sign to send to Sainsbury’s, suggesting that if they build an AD it could heat the leisure centre.
· The Zero Carbon Cumbria bid has gone through to the next stage. We expect the final result in July.
· Eden Community Fund – the last meeting was attended by Geoff. He felt it was good that PACT was represented. All applications were approved.
4. Membership matters

· Liz Jablonski has applied for membership and was accepted.
· Tania Barnes resigned as a director on 18th May. We understand that she needs to step back at the present but hope she might rejoin us in the future. 

5. Plastics
Film and discussion
Huge thanks to Jaki for all her work in setting this up and promoting it, and for Geoff for facilitating. About 130 watched the film and 15 or 20 joined the discussion. Press releases in the Herald have raised our profile. The main message is REFUSE not RECYCLE!
The end of the film said: ‘if you really want to stop plastics you need to fight to end fossil fuel subsidies and make companies accountable for the life cycle impacts of their products’.
Another Way event
John attended Amy Bray’s online event with Dr Alan Jamieson, a deep-sea diver who has found plastics in the deepest parts of the oceans. Shocking results.
Action – litter pick
John, Nigel and Geoff will litter-pick on the shores of Ullswater on Monday 29th June. Others may join them but this is not an official PACT activity and social distancing must be adhered to.
Possible action – Eden Valley Water
It was suggested we should contact them again, but we have no new arguments. The only way to make them change is to convince the public not to buy water in plastic bottles. Could we get a bottle tested for microplastics? Bangor University?

6. Contact with our new MP (John)
John has had a friendly chat with Neil Hudson on the phone and plans to follow up with a letter. What do we need to raise with him? Ending fossil fuel subsidies, making companies responsible for the life cycle effects of their products. Subset of Build Back Better.
Please send other ideas to John.

7. Long grass for nature, No Mow May etc
Joan
Penrith Town Council needs to put this into practise eg on Fairhill playing field, land near Beaconside School. Do we have any contacts with expertise – re design, not wildflower identification. Cumbria Wildlife Trust – Get Cumbria Buzzing  might be able to help.
Jo
Promoting the Pesticide Action Network - National network of people campaigning about pesticides. Especially wanting towns to sign up to be pesticide free, ie council pledging not to spray pesticides on parks, school fields etc. Start with Penrith town Council (NB Keswick already signed up). See www.pan-uk.org – lots of fact sheets etc.
Cumbria Wildlife Trust online talk 1st July, 7-8pm - Averting the Insect Apocalypse 
www.cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk/getcumbriabuzzing
8. Recent emails and campaigns
Cumbria Bicycle Mayor and Slow Roads Cumbria
Members were asked to email to contact the Local Committee Chair (for Eden: David Whipp) to request better protected lanes for walkers and cyclists.
Woodhouse Colliery
Hazel from CAfS asked members to email the County Council development control to voice their opposition to this proposal to build a new colliery in West Cumbria. Mike Berners-Lee prepared a good summary of why this colliery is not needed. Another issue to raise with Neil Hudson?
Power for People

This is a campaign to get the Local Electricity Bill through parliament. If made law the Bill would unlock the potential for more community-scale renewable energy schemes across the country whilst benefiting local communities in the process. The organisation asks whether PACT supports this campaign and John will inform Rupert Meadows that we do.
Electric Vehicle charging points

CAfS are hosting a discussion about electric vehicle driving in the North West and the Charge My Street project which aims to find locations for community charging points. Tuesday June 30th at 4pm.  Christine has circulated details.
9. Networking with other Cumbria Sustainability Groups
Jaki will try to set up an online networking event to follow on from the events that CAfS used to organise. Perhaps a couple of people from each group to chat, share projects etc. Maybe find things to work on together eg film nights, Build Back Better.
10. AOB

Cat Glendinning in Brampton is litter picking locally and is asking people to adopt a stretch of road to look after.
11. Date and arrangements for next meeting

The next meeting will be on Wednesday July 22nd at 7.30pm. We will be back to the free Zoom by then or might try a jitsi.org – Jaki and Chris will discuss.
Finance update (Philip)

Current total: 
£4,443.38

Gardening fund: 
£1,843.44

Repair café fund: 
£24.46

Refill fund: 
£12.41

Unallocated: 
£2,563.07
